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ANNOTATSIYA 
Modernizatsiya va globallashuv tufayli XX-XXI asrlarda Islom madaniyatlarida, xususan 

Oʻzbekistonda ham gender munosabatlari sezilarli darajada oʻzgardi. Ushbu jamiyatlardagi gender 
oʻzaro ta’siri har doim belgilangan rollar bilan tartibga solingan. Ammo, xalqaro munosabatlar va 
ijtimoiy-siyosiy oʻzgarishlar natijasida yuzaga kelgan yangi dinamika gender tushunchalarining 
oʻzgarishiga olib keldi. Ushbu tadqiqotning maqsadi soʻnggi 100 yil ichida gender munosabatlarining 
qanday oʻzgarganini oʻrganish va bu oʻzgarishlarga ta’sir qiluvchi asosiy oʻzgaruvchilarni 
aniqlashdir. Tadqiqotda hozirgi gender munosabatlarining toʻliq ko`rinishini taqdim etish uchun 
sifatli intervyular va miqdoriy soʻrovlarni oʻzida mujassam etgan aralash usullardan foydalanildi. 
Natijalar ta’lim va qonunchilikdagi oʻzgarishlar tufayli gender tengligini mintaqaviy qoʻllab-
quvvatlashning ortishi kabi bir qancha qiziqarli tendentsiyalarni koʻrsatadi. 

Kalit soʻzlar: gender, gender tengligi, gender munosabatlari, ta’lim, qonunchilik, 
globallashuv, ommaviy axborot vositalari, oʻzgarishlar. 
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ГЕНДЕРНЫЕ ОТНОШЕНИЯ В ИСЛАМСКОЙ КУЛЬТУРЕ XX-XXI ВЕКА 
 

АННОТАЦИЯ  
В связи с модернизацией и глобализацией гендерные отношения существенно 

изменились в исламских культурах, особенно в Узбекистане, в XX и XXI веках. Гендерные 
взаимодействия в этих обществах всегда регулировались определенными ролями и 
ожиданиями. Новая динамика, возникшая в результате международных отношений и 
социально-политических изменений, привела к изменениям в гендерных концепциях. Цель 
данного исследования – изучить, как изменились гендерные отношения за последние 100 лет, 
и выявить ключевые переменные, влияющие на эти изменения. В исследовании использовался 
смешанный подход, сочетающий качественные интервью и количественные опросы, чтобы 
получить полную картину текущих гендерных отношений. Результаты показывают несколько 
интересных тенденций, таких как усиление региональной поддержки гендерного равенства из-
за изменений в образовании и законодательстве. 
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GENDER ATTITUDES IN ISLAMIC CULTURE IN XX-XXI CENTURES 

 
ABSTRACT 

Due to modernization and globalization, gender attitudes in Islamic cultures, particularly in 
Uzbekistan, have changed significantly during the 20th and 21st centuries. Gender interactions within 
these societies have always been regulated by established roles and expectations. But new dynamics 
brought forth by international relations and socio-political changes have caused conceptions of gender 
to change. The aim of this research is to examine how gender attitudes have changed over the last 
100 years and to pinpoint the major variables affecting these shifts. The study used a mixed-methods 
approach, integrating both qualitative interviews and quantitative surveys to present a thorough 
picture of current gender attitudes. The results show several interesting trends, such as a rise in 
regional support of gender equality brought about by improvements in education and legislative 
changes. 

Key words: gender, gender equality, gender attitudes, education, legislation, globalization, 
media, changes. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Over the past century, there have been substantial shifts in the attitudes towards gender in 

Islamic societies. Islamic civilizations have historically been distinguished by well-defined gender 
roles, wherein males have generally been assigned public and economic tasks, and women have 
mostly been assigned household responsibilities [1, – P.38-40]. Religious teachings and cultural 
customs have historically supported these roles by drawing distinct lines between the duties and 
activities of men and women [2, – P.151-153] 

However, modernization and globalization brought about revolutionary changes in the late 
20th and early 21st centuries. Modernization has challenged conventional gender norms and 
promoted gender equality by increasing educational possibilities and women's participation in the 
workforce [3]. Gender attitudes have also been significantly impacted by legal reforms in a number 
of Islamic nations, including modifications to family laws and initiatives supporting women's rights 
[4, – P.21-58]. Globalization has also made it easier for people to interact across cultural boundaries 
and be exposed to global norms and standards, which has influenced local gender views even more 
[5, – P.85-112]. 

The development of gender perspectives across Islamic civilizations varies greatly, despite 
these notable shifts. The purpose of this study is to investigate the following research question: What 
causes have impacted the evolution of gender views in Islamic cultures from the 20th to the 21st 
century? In order to comprehend how these views have evolved, a thorough analysis of the local and 
global influences that have influenced modern gender norms is necessary. 

The following objectives serve as the study's guidelines: 
The analysis of noteworthy gender attitudes developments in different Islamic civilizations 

from the 20th to the 21st century is the main objective of this project. It entails looking at how cultural 
expectations, changes in family dynamics, and labor market involvement have all influenced the 
evolution of conventional gender roles throughout time. The investigation will also look at how 
modernization has changed gender roles and expectations by increasing educational options and 
altering work patterns [6]. 

This goal aims to evaluate how globalization and socio-political reforms have affected gender 
views. It involves assessing how gender norms and behaviors within Islamic cultures have been 
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impacted by legislative reforms, such as modifications to family law, gender quotas, and laws 
supporting women's rights. The study will also look at how exposure to international norms, cross-
cultural contacts, and the impact of global media shape gender perspectives in the context of 
globalization. Understanding how these internal and external factors impact shifting gender dynamics 
will be aided by this study [7], [8]. 

Evaluate Regional Variations: The purpose of this objective is to investigate and contrast 
regional variations in gender views among Muslims. It entails a thorough analysis of the ways in 
which regional political, religious, and cultural circumstances affect gender norms and attitudes. The 
study will demonstrate how disparities in political stability, economic growth, and cultural norms 
lead to differing gender perspectives by examining data from various locations. With a focus on the 
intricate interactions between local customs and more general socio-political developments, this goal 
will offer a nuanced knowledge of how regional variations impact gender norms and behaviours [9]. 

Evaluating the Role of Media and Technology objective is to determine the ways in which 
media and technology have shaped gender norms in Islamic societies. It explores how the public's 
conceptions of gender roles and equality are shaped by social media, television, and other digital 
channels. This entails examining the ways in which gender representations in the media impact public 
perceptions and determining whether or not technology advances the cause of gender equality [10, – 
P.15-21]. Examining how developments in education affect gender perceptions is another important 
goal. Examining the effects that more educational opportunities have on women's and girls' status and 
responsibilities in society is part of this. In order to better understand how educational opportunities, 
affect attitudes towards gender equality, the study will examine the link between changes in gender 
views and educational attainment. 

METHODOLOGY 
This study uses a mixed-methods research methodology to examine gender views in 

Uzbekistan between the 20th and 21st century. In order to contextualise the results, comparison 
analysis is also done with other Islamic nations. Using a combination of quantitative and qualitative 
data, the mixed-methods approach offers a thorough examination of the evolution of gender views in 
Uzbekistan and their comparison with developments in other Islamic cultures. 

DATA COLLECTION METHODS 
Quantitative Methods. Surveys: To collect information on gender perspectives from a 

representative sample of respondents in Uzbekistan, a structured survey was created. Traditional 
gender roles, opinions on gender equality, and the effects of sociopolitical developments were all 
included in the study. The views and opinions of the respondents on different facets of gender 
relations were measured using a Likert scale. 

Sampling strategy: A sample of 1,000 respondents from Uzbekistan was selected for the 
survey in order to ensure representation of a range of demographic variables, such as age, gender, and 
socioeconomic position. To get a wide spectrum of viewpoints, stratified random selection was 
employed to include respondents from both urban and rural areas. 

Data Analysis: To find important patterns and correlations unique to Uzbekistan, quantitative 
data were examined using statistical tools, such as SPSS. To investigate the connections between 
socio-political factors and gender attitudes in the nation, descriptive statistics, cross-tabulations, and 
inferential statistics were used. 

QUALITATIVE METHODS 
To obtain a fuller understanding of local gender perceptions and the effects of socio-political 

changes, 20 important informants – including academics, activists, and policymakers – were 
interviewed in a semi-structured manner. The interviews covered a range of topics, including how 
local cultural norms and gender perspectives are affected by legal and educational reforms. 

Focus Groups in Uzbekistan: Five groups of eight to ten people each, representing different 
parts of the country, participated in focus group talks. These conversations produced qualitative 
information about regional disparities in gender views as well as how modernisation and globalisation 
affect local conceptions of gender roles. 
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Using theme analysis, qualitative information from focus groups and interviews was 
examined. To find recurring themes and patterns pertaining to gender views and geographical 
variations, thematic coding was employed. 

Comparative Insights 
Secondary Data: Secondary data from research done in other Islamic nations (such as Egypt, 

Saudi Arabia, and Turkey) were examined in order to put the results from Uzbekistan into context. 
Finding patterns and distinctions in gender views as well as the impact of socio-political and cultural 
elements were the main goals of this secondary investigation. 

Literature study: An analysis of previous studies on gender views in different Islamic nations 
was part of the literature study. This offered a framework for comparison that helped explain how 
changes in Uzbekistan compare to or diverge from those seen in other areas . 

An Example of a Description 
Uzbekistan: One thousand respondents from Uzbekistan made up the quantitative sample, 

with equal representation from each gender, age group, and geographic region. Twenty key 
informants and forty focus group members from different parts of Uzbekistan comprised the 
qualitative sample. 
Comparative Information: To offer comparative analysis and put the results from Uzbekistan into 
perspective, secondary information on gender views was gathered from research and reports in a few 
Islamic nations. 

Tools.Survey Instrument: To gauge respondents' opinions on gender roles, gender equality, 
and the impact of sociopolitical developments in Uzbekistan, a number of closed-ended and Likert-
scale questions were included in the survey. A validity and reliability pre-test was conducted on the 
instrument. 

Interview Guide: Open-ended questions on local experiences, opinions on gender role shifts, 
and the effects of reforms were included in this semi-structured interview guide. Based on a survey 
of pertinent literature and preliminary interviews conducted in Uzbekistan, the guide was created. 

Focus Group Guide: A series of questions designed to generate group consensus on gender 
norms and geographical variations served as the framework for the focus group talks. The guide 
collected a range of perspectives from participants in Uzbekistan and fostered in-depth talks. 

Process Administration of the Survey: Online and print surveys were disseminated throughout 
Uzbekistan. Two months were dedicated to gathering data, and in order to increase response rates, 
follow-up reminders were sent out. 

Focus groups and interviews: In-person interviews and focus groups took place throughout 
Uzbekistan. With the participants' permission, sessions were videotaped, written up, and examined. 
Secondary data were obtained from pertinent research and publications to provide comparative 
perspectives. 
Ethical Considerations: The study complied with ethical guidelines, which included getting each 
participant's informed permission and protecting the privacy of their answers. Participants received 
guarantees regarding their privacy and the voluntary nature of their involvement. 

RESULTS 
Figures and Data 
Survey Results: Notable changes in gender views over time have been seen in the survey data 

collected from 1,000 respondents in Uzbekistan. Important conclusions consist of: 
Workplace Gender Equality: Compared to 40% of respondents in rural regions, 60% of 

respondents in urban areas favour workplace gender equality. This is a considerable increase. This 
discrepancy is indicative of a larger tendency in metropolitan areas where modernisation and 
educational reforms have been more prominent towards progressive gender attitudes. 

Educational Attainment: Support for gender equality is more common among those who have 
completed more education. 75% of those with a university degree favour equal chances for women 
in the workplace, whereas just 45% of people with less education agree. 

Attitudes Towards Traditional Roles: According to the poll, 55% of respondents favour evenly 
allocating home tasks between the sexes, suggesting that traditional gender roles are not as popular 
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in metropolitan regions. However, just 30% of respondents who live in rural regions agree with this 
statement. 

Regional data analysis revealed notable differences: 
Urban vs. Rural: Attitudes are often more progressive in urban regions. For example, just 35% 

of respondents in remote places like Karakalpakstan support equal leadership responsibilities for 
women, compared to 65% of respondents in Tashkent, the country's capital. 

Geographical Differences: According to a focused geographical study, respondents from 
western Uzbekistan (Samarkand and Bukhara), where traditional ideas are more widespread, are more 
in favour of gender equality than respondents from eastern Uzbekistan (Andijan and Ferghana). 

Qualitative Findings 
Interview Findings: Twenty important informants participated in semi-structured interviews 

that produced a number of theme findings. 
Effect of Educational Reforms: According to those surveyed, gender views have changed 

significantly as a result of educational reforms. Greater acceptance of gender equality has been 
facilitated by women having better access to education. One researcher pointed out, for instance, that 
"more progressive views on gender roles have been directly contributed to by the increase in female 
university enrolments”. 

Legal Reforms: Participants cited the advancement of women's rights as being greatly aided 
by legislative improvements, such as those pertaining to family law and anti-discrimination laws. A 
policymaker remarked, "Recent legal reforms have provided women with more opportunities and 
protection, contributing to a cultural shift towards gender equality." 

Cultural views: Respondents talked about the persistence of cultural resistance in some areas, 
where gender views are still shaped by customs. "Despite progress, deeply rooted cultural practices 
still affect how gender roles are perceived and enacted," said one activist from eastern Uzbekistan. 

Deeper understanding of regional variations and modernization-related reactions was obtained 
through focus group discussions: 

Globalisation: Participants from metropolitan regions stated that their perspectives on gender 
had changed as a result of being exposed to global norms and practices. Rural participants, on the 
other hand, voiced worries about traditional values being undermined by globalisation. 

Regional Differences: Compared to focus groups in the eastern parts of Uzbekistan, those in 
the western regions usually had more progressive opinions. While participants from the east 
continued to be more devoted to conventional gender roles, those from the west were more accepting 
of gender equality in leadership and professional jobs. 

A comparative study using information from other Islamic nations showed: 
Similarities: Uzbekistan has disparities in gender views between its rural and urban areas, 

similar to those of Saudi Arabia and Egypt. These nations' urban regions often have more progressive 
viewpoints, which is consistent with patterns seen in Uzbekistan's cities. 

Differences: The speed of change in Uzbekistan has been slower than in Turkey, where gender 
changes have been implemented more quickly and widely. In contrast to Uzbekistan, Turkey has a 
more advanced legislative framework for gender equality, which has sped up societal transformation. 
The cultural environment of Uzbekistan, especially in rural regions, is similar to other orthodox 
Islamic nations in terms of conventional gender norms. Though not as quickly as in more reform-
oriented nations like Tunisia, the effects of Uzbekistan's educational and judicial changes are starting 
to change perceptions. 

DISCUSSION 
According to this study, gender views in Uzbekistan have changed significantly over the past 

century. These changes are indicative of larger trends in Islamic cultures that have been impacted by 
globalisation, modernisation, and sociopolitical shifts. The results highlight the intricate relationship 
between modern influences and traditional cultural norms. 

Gender Attitude Shifts 
According to our quantitative data, gender attitudes in Uzbekistan's rural and urban areas 

clearly differ from one another. When it comes to gender equality, urban respondents—who have 
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access to more possibilities for education and employment—had more progressive opinions than their 
rural counterparts. This tendency is consistent with global trends that show a positive correlation 
between educational achievement and urbanisation and more liberal gender perspectives. More 
specifically, compared to just 40% in rural regions, 60% of respondents in urban areas support gender 
equality in the workplace. This discrepancy demonstrates how urbanisation and educational access 
foster more equitable viewpoints. 

The Effects of Legistation and Education 
The quantitative data is supported by the qualitative findings, which highlight the influence 

of legislative and educational reforms on gender perceptions. More progressive perspectives on 
gender roles have been associated with more educational chances for women. For example, compared 
to those with less education, persons with university degrees are substantially more likely to favour 
gender equality. Gender equality has also been greatly advanced by legislative changes including 
stronger anti-discrimination laws and family law. Respondents observed that these changes have 
given women more safety and opportunity, which is indicative of a larger societal change. 

Regional Variations and Cultural Resistance 
Gender attitudes are still influenced by old cultural norms, especially in rural regions, even 

with these developments. Focus group talks demonstrated that in these areas, where conventional 
standards are still strongly held, there is a steadfast opposition to changes in gender roles. Compared 
to the more developing western areas of Uzbekistan, this opposition is most noticeable in the country's 
east. The disparity in regional perspectives emphasises the long-lasting influence of regional 
traditions and emphasises the necessity of specialised strategies to overcome regional differences in 
gender perspectives. 

Media Influence and Globalisation 
Gender attitudes have also been changed by globalisation and exposure to foreign standards, 

especially in metropolitan areas. Participants from urban areas mentioned that more progressive 
perspectives on gender equality had been influenced by cross-cultural interactions and global media. 
On the other hand, people from rural areas voiced worries about how globalisation was eroding 
traditional values. This contradiction implies that whereas external factors may encourage progressive 
gender standards, they may also elicit opposition based on ingrained cultural beliefs. 

There are parallels and divergences when compared to other Islamic nations. Similar to Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt, gender views in Uzbekistan clearly differ between urban and rural areas. 
Uzbekistan is not changing as quickly as other nations, such as Turkey, where quicker social and 
legislative changes have resulted in a wider acceptance of gender equality. In comparison to Turkey 
and Tunisia, Uzbekistan's legislative framework is less developed and its cultural values are more 
ingrained, which may explain the country's slower rate of development. 

CONCLUSION 
This study emphasises the complex relationship between changes in gender attitudes in 

Uzbekistan and wider trends in Islamic cultures that are impacted by globalisation, modernisation, 
and socio-political reforms. The results highlight the intricate interplay between modern influences 
and traditional cultural norms. Though there has been a lot of change, especially in metropolitan areas, 
gender attitudes are still shaped by conventional conventions, especially in rural areas. 

In order to promote gender equality in Uzbekistan, a comprehensive strategy that combines 
legislative changes with cultural and educational programs is required. Promoting more egalitarian 
gender norms would require addressing regional discrepancies and encouraging an open cultural 
discussion. Future studies should look at how local gender attitudes are impacted by global factors 
and how specific policies might address regional differences in gender perceptions. 
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